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their colonizing effort in Brazil should have been based precisely
upon agriculture.

Taking the Portuguese colonizers in the mass and leaving aside the
exceptional cases like that of Duarte Coelho-the perfect type of
large-scale agriculturist-it may be said that the rural mode of life
in Brazil was not spontaneous with them, but was forced upon them
by circumstances; it was something to which they had to become
used. The ideal for them would have been not a plantation colony,
but another India, with which they might, in the manner of the
Israelites, carry on a trade in spices and precious stones; or a A4exico
or Peru, from which they might extract gold and silver. A Semitic
ideal It was circumstances in America that made of this colonizing
people who were the least rural of any in their tendencies, or whose
agrarian direction, in any case, had been perverted by mercantilism,
the most rural of all in the end; the same people that India had trans-
formed into the most parasitic now became the most creative.

Under such circumstances as these the quality and physical condi-
tions of the land and the material and moral conditions attendant
upon the life and culture of its inhabitants become exceedingly im-
portant.

Both the earth and man were in a crude state, and their lack of
cultivation did not afford the Portuguese an advantageous opportu-
nity for commercial intercourse of a kind that would supplement or
extend that which they maintained with the Orient. The discoverers
of Brazil encountered neither kings of Kananor (Cananore) nor chief-
tains of Sofala with whom they might trade and barter. Nothing
but "murubixabas" "bugres"*1 Savages, wild men, running about
naked, sleeping here and there, in hammocks or on the ground, and
feeding on manihot flour, jungle fruit, and game or fish, devoured
raw or roasted in the embers of a fire. On their hands gleamed no
pearls of Cipango nor rubies of Pegu; neither the gold of Sumatra
nor the silks of Kata embellished their copper-colored bodies, how-
ever bedecked with feathers they might be, and in place of Persian
rugs their feet trod the uncarpeted sands. They possessed no domestic
animal to serve them, and their agriculture consisted merely of a few

81 The  murubixaba   (morubixaba)     ger," and is explained by the belief

was the temporal chief of an Indian     that the Portuguese came to acquire
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Chapter ii; see p. no, 119), was the     (Translator.)
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